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ASA Presents Crime Symposium
Calendar of
Events
October 9-28
Fought in Earnest: Civil War Arkansas
Exhibit
Calico Rock Museum
October 10-22
The Great War:
Arkansas in World War I
Exhibit
Felix Goodson Library
Williams Baptist College
Walnut Ridge
October 16-November 11
African American Legislators
Exhibit
Cabot Public Library
October 17
Pen to Podium
Lecture
Historic Arkansas Museum
October 28
Case Files and Conspiracies:
True Crime and Lore in Arkansas
Symposium
Pulaski County Courthouse

In celebration of 2017 Arkansas Archives Month, the Arkansas
State Archives will host a symposium on Saturday October 28,
at the historic Pulaski County Courthouse in Little Rock from
10 a.m. until 3 p.m. The symposium’s theme, “Case Files and
Conspiracies: True Crime and Lore in Arkansas,” will delve into
the history of crime in Arkansas and spotlight a few notable
cases. Dr. Brooks Blevins will discuss the story of the murder
of Connie Franklin, a drifter who was allegedly murdered in
Stone County in 1929 and became a national sensation when a
gentleman came forward claiming to be the deceased. Dr.
Blevins detailed the story in his book, Ghost of the Ozarks:
Murder and Media in the Ozarks.
Dr. George Lankford,
historian and novelist, will discuss an unsolved murder that
took place in Independence County that inspired his novel,
Surprised by Death. Historian Tom Dillard will examine the
1902 murder of Green Thompson, a former member of the
Little Rock City Council and prominent leader of the African
American community in central Arkansas. ASA staff member,
Brian Irby, will talk about the life of Helen Spence who came to
national prominence after she avenged her father’s murder by
shooting the accused killer to death in the courtroom during his trial.
The seminar is free to attend but registration is required. Register online here. Deadline for
registration is October 23. Registration is limited, so be sure to make reservations soon. Check-in will
begin at 9:15 a.m. Teachers can earn up to four professional development hours through attendance.
Lunch will be provided.

ASA Presents Fourth Pen to Podium Lecture
The Arkansas State Archives concludes the inaugural series of the Pen to Podium lectures with talk by
Erik Wright, who will discuss his research into an early 20th century murder in Paragould, Arkansas. In
1909, James Trammel shot and killed a man in Paragould and, in order to escape the law, fled to
Australia where he lived out the rest of his days. Wright’s research into the life of James Trammell
provides readers an insight into violence in a turn-of-the-century Arkansas boom town.
The lecture will be held from 7 - 8 p.m. on Tuesday, October 17, at Historic Arkansas Museum in Little
Rock. Before the lecture, a reception sponsored by the Friends of the Arkansas State Archives will begin
at 6:30 p.m. in the atrium of the museum. The lecture is free but registration is required. Click here to
register. Registration is limited and deadline for registration will be Fri., October. 13.
We are looking forward to next year’s Pen to Podium schedule which will feature Janis Kearney’s
memoir of her relationship with her centenarian father, Sunday’s with TJ; Evin Demirel’s book about the role of African American
athletes in Arkansas history; Michael Hibblen’s history of the Rock Island Railroad in Arkansas; wrapping up the year with Ben
Boulden’s Hidden History of Fort Smith. Stay tuned to the Arkansas Archivist for more details!

Connect with Us on Social Media!

Arkansas State Criminal Identification and Investigation Bureau
A shrewd detective reading this month’s newsletter might
easily notice a theme running through many of the
articles: crime. The ASA has a large amount of material
related to crime and punishment in Arkansas. Reports of
crime in Arkansas are ubiquitous in newspaper coverage,
but often it is interesting to look at official law
enforcement records to get a better feel for the topic.
Crime has always been a concern, and often the solution
to growing crime is never clear. Arkansas’s state
government has devised numerous plans to prevent
crime, including the founding of the Arkansas State
Criminal Identification and Investigation Bureau. Before
this bureau, there was not a central clearing house to
coordinate the numerous local law enforcement agencies.
The ASA has the Investigation Bureau’s records from
1931 to 1932, which provide an interesting snapshot of
the inner workings of the law enforcement agency. The
main task of the office was to keep detailed records on
every suspect throughout the state, including fingerprints.
Letter from Superintendent of the Arkansas State
Much of the correspondence handled by the office came
Criminal Investigation and Identification Bureau to
W.F. Griffin of the Memphis Police Department
from other law enforcement agencies looking for escaped
identifying Pete Lindsey as the man who robbed a
prisoners or requesting a fingerprint analyst to compare
bank in Clarendon, Arkansas.
fingerprints from their files with prints found at crime
scenes. In the days before computers, it is not surprising that law enforcement could be a tedious
task. Nevertheless, it is interesting to dig through the Criminal Identification and Investigation
records, which provide us with a glimpse of the activities of a law enforcement agency in the 1930s.
The writer G.K. Chesterton remarked in one of his novels, “The criminal is the creative artist; the
detective only the critic.” The drama between the “cops and robbers” is an endlessly fascinating
thing to behold and we invite the public to come see some of these interesting documents.
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Black History Commission News
Tatyana Oyinloye, African American History Coordinator for
the ASA, has contributed to our growing digital archives
website for the ASA with a collection focusing on the history of
African Americans in Arkansas. The collection, “The World We
Live In: A History of African Americans in Arkansas,” contains
a variety of materials. “I wanted the collection to be reflective
of African American life. I picked material that was reflective
of the diversity within the African American community,”
Oyinloye explains. “So often history is seen as being about the
story of famous people,” she shares, “I decided to focus on the
average people to tell their story through this exhibit.” One
photograph in the collection particularly stands out as being
representative of the overall collection. The photo, at left,
shows a group of children playing on top of a Coca Cola stand. It reminded Oyinloye of
her own childhood playing outside on warm summer days. Like the photo, some of the
other items also stirred strong memories from her childhood, “There are recipes in the
collection that were just like food my grandmother used to make,” she recalls.
During her research for building the collection, Oyinloye found some items that surprised
her, such as the photograph of the Colored School for the Deaf. “Especially during that
time period that the photo was taken, the state was not really paying much attention to
educating African Americans, so it was surprising that the state paid to educate deaf
African Americans,” says Oyinloye. We welcome our readers to view the collection on
our website, http://ahc.digital-ar.org/cdm/landingpage/collection/p16790coll20. More
photographs from the collection can be found on the final page of this issue.
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From the Director
October is American Archives Month. Each year, archives around the country commemorate this month with events, posters,
an annual Ask an Archivist day on social media, and by recognizing the importance of electronic records on October 10’s
Electronic Records Day. The goal, of course, is to raise awareness about the importance of archives and the work archivists do.
The role of archivists is an often overlooked one. In fact, many people have no idea what an archivist is. So what is an archives
and what do archivists actually do? Archives are repositories for essential records, both contemporary and historic. They
house county records, state records, photographs, historic artifacts, maps, letters and journals, just to name a few. Archivists
maintain, preserve, and make accessible those records, photographs, manuscripts, and artifacts to the public. They ensure
that historic material is kept safe for posterity and in perpetuity.
If you are researching your family history, an archives is a necessary visit. Do you want to know something about the history
of a state agency or the work it does? Chances are your state archives will have that information. What about the history of a house or building?
State archives generally have deeds, tax records, and land records, too. The special collections held by archives are treasure troves of information.
Archival work isn’t glamorous, but it’s a specialized profession with standards set forth by national organizations. It’s not unusual for archivists to
have multiple degrees and/or certifications. The work requires strict attention to detail and strong organizational skills. Archivists generally have a
passion for history and its preservation and therefore, truly believe in the importance of the work they are doing.
Today, archives have expanded their roles in their communities through outreach. Outside of the research room, many archives provide educational
opportunities for students and the general public with symposiums, lesson plans, publications, and events. In addition to American Archives month,
Governor Asa Hutchinson has proclaimed October to be Arkansas Archives Month as well. In the proclamation, the Governor cites the important
work we do here at the State Archives and “encourages his fellow citizens to discover the abundance of documentary treasures contained in our
state’s archival repositories.”
We’re happy to be recognized by Governor Hutchinson for a third year and hope you’ll take his advice and you’ll visit the Arkansas State Archives.
— Dr. Lisa K. Speer, Director

News from NEARA
This summer, NEARA had its
first paid summer intern thanks
to a generous anonymous
donor. Our intern was Mikhail
Komlatski, who is a doctoral
student in the Heritage Studies
program at Arkansas State
University in Jonesboro. Over
the course of his internship,
Mikhail processed collections,
digitized indexes, and completed
other important projects to
make NEARA’s resources more
accessible to its patrons. We are
grateful for Mikhail’s hard work!
NEARA
welcomes
undergraduate and graduate level students who are interested in
history, politics, museums, and archival studies for internships
year-round. Our staff will work with professors and students to
ensure that projects are relevant to coursework and the student’s
interests.
Additionally, NEARA is always in need of volunteers. We are
deeply appreciative of fellow history loving community members
who are willing to give some of their time to NEARA. There are a
variety of projects available to match any skill level and NEARA
staff is happy to train volunteers too. You can contact NEARA
today to learn more about volunteering opportunities or drop by
to get started! Write to northeast.archives@arkansas.gov or call
us at 870-878-6521.

News from SARA
The life of an archivist is often an
adventure. One never knows who
might show up at your door and
what they might bring to donate to
the collections.
One recent
donation came from a trustee of the
Hervey Holt estate. At first glance
an archivist might think they’re
going to deal with information
pertaining to just one family.
However that is more often not the
case.
Families become allied
through marriage, and with
succeeding generations, more and
more families become intertwined.
This creates a web of history that
can be fascinating to untangle. The
Amnesty Oath of Jacob Powell Citty of
Hempstead County, Arkansas, August 29,
family papers from the Hervey Holt
1865
estate are no exception as they
contain information on the Hervey,
Holt, Fowlkes, Smith, Moses, Citty, Campbell, and Newell families among
others for example. The related geographic area can be just as varied.
The Fowlkes family referenced in these papers traces its roots in America
back to Virginia. Like many other Virginia planters, Edward Fowlkes
came to settle in Spring Hill, Arkansas, to farm the fertile soil of the Red
River Valley. His descendants carried on business in Hope, Texarkana,
and Ozan, as well as Shreveport and New Orleans, among other places. If
you have an interest in researching your family history, or the history of
the “Ark-La-Tex” in general, please come visit us at SARA. We will be glad
to get you started down your own road of adventure. SARA also
welcomes volunteers for projects such as indexing court records or the
Robert Walz Photograph collection that will in turn help others in their
search for history. For more information, call 870.983.2633, or e-mail
melissa.nesbitt@arkansas.gov.
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New at the ASA

WWII scrapbook documents Little Rock Heroes
This month the ASA received an interesting
scrapbook from Lawrence P. Harper. The
scrapbook documents the military career of
his father, C.A. Harper, as well as several of
Harper’s neighbors. “I started out collecting
my father’s materials,” he recalls, “but then it
snowballed into a larger project as I started
collecting material from my neighbors.” The
scrapbook’s title reflects the larger project Mr.
Harper found himself undertaking, “World
War II—1940-1945: Duty, Honor, Country, My Dad and the Heroes Next Door.”
A scrapbook containing material from his father’s career would have been enough
to tell the entire story of the war, as he seemed to have been everywhere during the
conflict. A native Arkansan, the elder Harper worked for the Democrat Printing and
Lithograph Company before leaving for basic training in Pennsylvania. From there,
he joined the United States Information Service in England and was at Normandy
during D-Day. After that operation, he spent time in France, North Africa, the
Philippines, and in other major theaters of the war. During his time in the service,
he was an avid photographer. His photographs became the nucleus for the
scrapbook.
His son began the arduous task of compiling the scrapbook five years ago. After
talking to neighbors about his project, many of them wanted to be involved in the
project and volunteered their own wartime scrapbooks. The result is a
monumental book full of photographs, all fully documented and identified. Many of
the pages provide historical background for the photos.
We feel honored that Mr. Harper would entrust his scrapbook to us and thank him
for his donation. The scrapbook is currently available to view in the ASA research
room.

September 2017
Donations and Accessions
ASA
AHPP State Review Board Meeting report, August 2, 2017, 0.10 cu. ft.
El Dorado Senior Citizens Club scrapbooks, 1963-1970, 2 cu. ft.
Hawthorn[e] Garden Club[El Dorado, AR] scrapbooks, 1952-1972, 1 cu. ft.
El Dorado [AR] Police Court docket ledgers, 1922-1923, 2 cu. ft.
The Spade and the Trowel Garden Club [El Dorado, AR] record book, 19911993, 1 cu. ft.
El Dorado Garden Club records, 1950-1985, 2 cu. ft.
Murmil Heights Elementary School photograph albums, 1962-1980, 2 cu. ft.
El Dorado Self Culture Club scrapbook, 1903-1970, 1 cu. ft.
Ouachita Baptist College scrapbook, 1920s-1930s, 0.25 cu. ft.
El Dorado Rose Society scrapbook, c. 1949-1966, 0.5 cu. ft.
South Arkansas Audubon Society scrapbook, c. 1960s-1970s, 0.5 cu. ft.
El Dorado Business and Professional Women’s Club, Southeast Arkansas
District, scrapbook, 1973-1974., 0.5 cu. ft.
El Dorado Kiwanis Club photo album, circa 1970s-early 1980s, 0.5 cu. ft.
Daughters of the American Revolution, Robert Rosamond Chapter [El Dorado,
AR] scrapbook, 1967-1968, 0.5 cu. Ft.
1933 El Dorado, AR newspaper clippings scrapbook, 0.25 cu. ft.

NEARA
Marguerite Wright family papers ,9.2 cu. Ft.

We always receive more material than we are able to list in our
newsletter. For a full listing, see our blog.

We appreciate the generous support of our donors!

As noted in the Black History Commission article, the ASA has an interesting collection documenting the history of
African Americans in Arkansas. Here are a few photographs from the collection. The collection can be viewed on
our Digital Archives page:
http://ahc.digital-ar.org/cdm/landingpage/collection/p16790coll20

Sewing class at the Colored Industrial
Institute in Pine Bluff, 1893.

Color Guard of the United States Army, African
American Regiment, Des Arc, circa 1865

Black-owned commercial district on Ninth Street, Little
Rock, circa 1940s

Students at the Christ Church Parochial and
Industrial School with their teacher, Rev. J.
Henry King, Forrest City, circa 1930

Students work on automobiles at the Arkansas
Trade School in Pine Bluff, circa 1940
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